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— Jonah Swick, center, noidsa!ongluhe shaped bag as commu-
reakln nity members fill it wih soil on Saturday duing the Greensp
at the Clar United M i

Church. Thebaglsoneuf&nlnwoomuucﬂoucompmmuf

I'l the superadobe building that will be constructed using so H 0
materials excavated at the site. Theanergymmbulldlng \nill
be the future home of Cl t non-profit U Good.

Story and photos on page 4.
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Superadobe breaks gmund to delight of crowd

t will be the first of its kind in
the country. And it will be right

here in Claremont.

Hundreds of supporters came out on Earth
Day to witness the groundbreaking ceremony
for Uncommon Good's new superadobe
building, called Greenspace.

The innovative structure, built mainly from
soil dug from the ground where it will be
built, will serve as Uncommon Good's new
office and an educational center for the com-
munity. The event was held at the United
Methodist Church, which provided the land
1o build the structure.

Uncommon Good board members and Ex-
ecutive Director Nancy Minte spoke during
the ceremony (0 celebrate the new building.

“We're not just building a building. We're
not just building a social service center, We're
not just building an environmental center,”
Ms. Minte said. “We are building the king-
dom of God.™

The land and structure was also given a
blessing by Reverend Sharon Rhodes Wick-
elt, pastor of the Methodist Chun:h and a tra-
ditional Native A i by b

COURIER photos/Steven
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tatives of the Gabrieleno/Tongva San

Gabriel Band of Mission Indians Tribal
Council. The building will be constructed on
a site once occupied by the Tongva tribe thou-
sands of years ago.

The special guest speaker was Dr. John Cobb, a
thenlogian, professor and author of For the Common
Good, a critique of modem economic thearies that
argues industrial nations ignore the damage done to
the biosphere by the profligate use of energy and
SCATCE MesOurces.

The idea for the superadobe first came about in
2006 as Uncommon Good started looking for a larger
office space. They currently work out of an office at
Our Lady of the Assumption Catholic Church.

A student volunteer suggested a dome structure like
the one developed by Iranian architect Nader Khalili.
A former Cl ident, Mr. Khalili ded the

during the

mission and vision of the Methodist Church
so we're happy to have ‘this partnership. We
bath strongly believe in caring for creation
and sharing the earth’s resources with the

Uncommon Good secured a grant through
the Reformulated Gasoline Settlement Fund,
a $48 million pot to be used for projects pro-
moting clean air for Califomnians. The grart
resulted from a class action claims against
Unocal.

“Over 100 grants were submitted, but only
10 were funded,” Ms. Minte said. “Luckily,
ours was one of the 10.”

According to Jefirey Veenema, a project
munager from Claremont Environmental De-
sign Group. the superadobe will have 2500
square feet of interior space, 7 rooms and nai-
ural elements for heating and cooling.

About 90 percent of the construction ma-
terial for the building will be taken from the
ground where the si be is to be buik.
The soil is placed in long, tube-like sandbags
that are stacked in a coil formation to give the
building its dome shape. The soil is mixed
with either cement or lime and the sandbags
are reinforced with barbed wire.

wumcwummmmmu Munak
a member of the Tongva San Gabriel Band of the Mission

The dome will have a solar chimney, an
undc;gmund vcnuhnon system to bring in

who lived for centuries near the site of the new building.

California Institute of Earth Art and Architecture. He
died in 2008.

The followmg year, Uncommon Good approached
the city about building the structure at city-owned

cool air, p panels and a green roof
for further insulation, Part of the structure
will be built on land owned by the Claremont
School of Theology where bioswales will be built 1o
gather rainwater.
Construcuun shuuld be completed within a year.
will allow students from The

Cahuilla Park but the city il was not supportive
of the idea.

Ms. Minte also pitched the idea to the Rancho
Santa Ana Botanic Garden and The Claremont Col-
leges to use their land but discussions did not move
forward. They considered some private property sites
but the cost of ing the land wis too expensive.,

“I'm glad nothing clicked before,” Ms. Minte said.
“This is absolutely the best possible way to do this
project. Our organization is perfectly aligned with the

Wibal elder Mark Acuna mak

“““‘mnml‘mhmmmhm
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Claremont Colleges to scientifically measure the car-
bon footprint of the construction process.

Once completed, the building w:]l home Ulu:om-
mon Good's social, envi and
programs.

—Tony Krickl

Keynote speaker John B. Cobb smiles as he is
Immsmumduﬂnnme‘gumopm
at the Ci

United Methodist Church. Mr. Cobb is a environ-
emeritus.
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Celebrating Mother Earth

Pomona College sophomore m Long looks through
a stack of humorous slogans about plastic bags while
working the Blue Avocado booth on Saturday during the
Claremont Earth Day Celebration. The company uses the
giant ball covered with plastic bags, seen at right, to help
promote the use of its reusable bags.

COURIER ph F
Claremont resident Thomas Bleakney gives a tour of the Ezra Reyes, left, Alex Boshara and Shannon Caras learn about recycling with the help of
new Nissan Leaf on Saturday during the CI Earth gers Shelley Lau and Eric Zhou on Saturday during the CI Earth .
Celebration. Mr. Bleak 4 a Leaf from The children's educational activity was offered by the United Nations Association USA, Pomona

Day g y has
Nissan but his vehicle has yet to be delivered. Valley Chapter.

A large crowd gathered on Saturday as the first is of earth were d during the Greenspace Gi d Breaking Ci y at the Cl 0 ‘Unlfnd

mmwmmmmmmhmmhm'-mmmmdmd g found at the
site.
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